Wesley Mitchell
ICC Study Team, Project Coordinator
Maryland State Highway Administration
707 North Calvert Street, Mail Stop C-301

Baltimore, MD 21202

Dear Mr. Mitchell.

I am writing to express my strong opposition to the proposed Inter County Connector on any alignment, including the two alignments studied in the 2004 Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS).  Of the three alternatives studied in the DEIS, the agencies should choose the "No Build" alternative.  I support instead common-sense alternatives that reduce urban sprawl, that balance jobs and housing in communities and corridors, and that integrate improved land use, improved public transit, improved bicycle and pedestrian access, and other measures.  I am deeply disappointed that the Maryland State Highway Administration has irresponsibly refused to study this type of alternative and is once again pushing the ICC.  

I oppose the ICC partly because the current DEIS shows once again that this massive highway would be an extremely poor investment of limited transportation dollars.  The ICC would cost at least $1.7 billion to build and quite possibly more than $3 billion.  The DEIS shows once again that the ICC offers minimal transportation benefits while causing extraordinary and unacceptable damage to communities, the environment, cherished public parks and historic sites.  The ICC would increase automobile use and would not relieve traffic congestion on the Beltway or other major roads.  The enormous debt incurred to build the ICC would mortgage Maryland's transportation future and leave little money for badly needed, less damaging improvements, including Metro rail and bus and other transit programs. 

I also oppose the ICC because it would severely damage communities, the environment and public health.  I do not believe that this damage could be mitigated. The ICC would increase air pollution, especially in communities along its path.  It would badly damage streams and would undermine efforts to restore the Chesapeake Bay.  It would also damage or destroy wetlands, forests, parks and historic sites.  These resources are very important to our communities, and many of the parks and natural areas contain rare, threatened and endangered species.  We cannot afford to lose these treasured resources. 

I also oppose the ICC because it would increase urban sprawl and overall traffic in the highway corridor area by shifting development to the corridor at the expense of Prince George's County and the District of Columbia, communities that need jobs and investment.

I urge the State Highway Administration to drop the ICC once and for all.  I ask that you instead study and implement transit, smart growth, and other less damaging measures to address our needs, rather than pursue this $3 billion toll-highway.

Sincerely,

NAME
ADDRESS
