Key points in response to the State and Federal 2004 Intercounty Connector Draft Environmental Impact Statement
 

1) An ICC on either alignment would increase traffic on the Capital Beltway. Specifically, Colesville Rd. and Georgia Ave. Beltway segments would see increases of between 3,000 and 7,000 vehicles per day, the Beltway near I-270 would see increases of 1,000 vehicles per day. Source: DEIS section IV, pg 316-317. Attached is a chart showing this information.
 

2) The ICC is an incredibly expensive project, which would drain Maryland's capacity to invest in other transportation improvements for a long time. According to Michelle Dyson's Post Close to Home "True Red" published 11.28.04 the ICC "costs officially equal the outlay for the Woodrow Wilson Bridge replacement, which is the third-most-expensive road project in the country." An ICC would cost over $3 billion if financing costs are included, and its base cost is between $2.1 and 2.4 billion. 90% of ICC costs are paid using loans according to the General Assembly department of legislative services. GARVEE bonds for an ICC proposed by Gov. Ehrlich, but not yet approved by the General Assembly, would eat up 20% of all state transportation dollars, $100 million a year. GARVEE bonds commit future federal transportation dollars now. The ICC would use 100% of new federal transportation aid expected to be allocated by Congress to Maryland in the coming year. All the new money flowing to the state would go directly to an ICC, and no other project.  
 

3) Comparing the last ICC DEIS to the current study shows the environmental impacts of an ICC are worse now than in 1997.  
 

In Corridor I forest loss has risen from 552 acres in 1997 to between 737 and 794 acres in the current 2004 study. In Corridor II forest loss has risen from 492 acres in 1997 to between 589 and 686 acres in the current 2004 study.
 

In Corridor I wetland loss has risen from 19 acres in 1997 to between 22 and 30 acres in the current 2004 study. (If newly designated mining wetlands are included, which were not in 1997, the total current wetland loss is 59 to 67 acres.) In Corridor II wetland loss has risen from 21 acres in 1997 to 25 to 38 acres in the current 2004 study (62 to 75 acres if mining wetlands are included).
 

In Corridor I stream impacts have risen from 29,451 feet (5.6 miles) in 1997 to between 39,451 and 46,204 feet (7.5 to 8.8 miles) in the current 2004 study. In Corridor II stream impacts have risen from 31,427 (6 mi) in 1997 to between 35,517 and 48,920 feet (6.7-9.3 miles)
 

4) According to the current 2004 DEIS building an ICC would directly result in additional development of homes and commercial buildings that would not otherwise appear. This has a vast impact on the environment and community landscape by negatively effecting farmland, forests, streams, wetlands, floodplains, and reservoirs. Below are the impacts:
    Farmland: Corr. I: 2,102 acres  Corr II: 2,348 acres (p. 163-164)
    Forest: Corr. I: 3481 acres  Corr II: 3504 acres
    Floodplains: Corr I: 420 acres  Corr II: 419 acres
    Wetlands: Corr I: 209 acres  Corr II: 216 acres 

    Streams: Corr I: 117,500 feet (22.3 miles) Corr II: 119,500 feet (22.6 miles)
    Reservoirs: Corr I: 313 acres  Corr II: 659 acres [[Source: DEIS section IV, page 373]]
Source: unless otherwise noted all page numbers refer to ICC SCEA Secondary & Cumulative Effects Analysis a Technical Memorandum to the DEIS.
 

5) The rules governing the current decision making process on the ICC set a president which fundamentally weaken cornerstone environmental protections. A Bush administration Executive Order changed the rules protecting the environment from large scale projects such as the proposed ICC (Executive Order 13274 Environmental Stewardship and Transportation Infrastructure Project Reviews) The new weaker guidelines are being used to cut corners and ensure agency consent. For instance, the new rules block federal agencies like the U.S. EPA from vetoing it—as it has in the past—by taking EPA off the list of agencies that must sign off on the ICC. 

The fast-track process weakens the National Environmental Protection Act, a cornerstone environmental law enacted in 1969. Critics of these new rules fear it sets a dangerous precedent for a wide range of projects that harm the environment, from gas pipelines to highways. Prior to the start of the ICC study, Governor Ehrlich pushed to have the ICC included on a list of projects subject to the weaker rules.
 

6) The current Purpose and Need Statement for the DEIS is fundamentally flawed because it defines the project as "a state-of-the-art, multi-modal, east-west highway that limits access" (DEIS/Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation Overview, page 2) effectively excluding a range of proven, viable alternatives that meet all the other needs outlined.
 

